
indiana graduation pathways 

DIPLOMA DESIGNATIONS
Core 40, Academic Honors, Technical 
Honors, & General

EMPLOYABILITY SKILLS
Project-Based Learning, Service-Based 
Learning, & Work-Based Learning

POSTSECONDARY-READY 
COMPETENCIES
9 Options Included Above!

Overview
With Graduation Pathways, students are able to individualize their graduation requirements to align to 
their postsecondary goal of Enrollment, Employment, or Enlistment leading to service. No longer must 
all students fit into the same academic mold, but rather, they can choose the high school options that 
best meet their postsecondary goals and aspirations. 

Beginning with the graduating class of 2023, Indiana high school students must satisfy all three of the 
following Graduation Requirements:

1. Earn credits necessary for a High School Diploma;

2. Learn and Demonstrate Employability Skills; AND

3. Demonstrate Postsecondary-Ready Competencies.

Postsecondary-Ready Competency Options
- Honors Diploma
- SAT
- ACT
- ASVAB
- Industry Recognized Certification
- Federally Recognized Apprenticeship
- CTE Concentrator
- AP/IB/Dual Credit/Cambridge International/CLEP
- Locally Created Pathway

To learn more visit: https://www.in.gov/doe/students/
graduation-pathways/
Questions: DOEGradpathways@doe.in.gov 



• Core 40
- Minimum 40 credits

• Academic Honors
- Minimum 47 credits

• Technical Honors
- Minimum 47 credits

• General
- Minimum 40 credits 

- Core 40 opt-out conference required

• Project-Based Learning: Allows students to gain knowledge 
and skills by working for an extended period of time to 
investigate and respond to an authentic, engaging, and 
complex question.

• Service-Based Learning: Integrates academic study with 
service experience, reflects larger social, economic, and 
societal issues, and collaborative efforts between students, 
schools, and community partners.

• Work-Based Learning: Activities that occur in a workplace 
while developing the student's skills, knowledge, and 
readiness for work.

• Work Products for a student's experience can include:

• Honors Diploma: Academic or Technical
• SAT: Reading/Writing = 480 & Math = 530
• ACT: English = 18, Reading = 22, Math = 22, Science = 23 

(Two out of Four Needed with at least 1 in English/Reading 
& 1 in Math/Science)

• ASVAB: Minimum score of 31
• Industry Recognized Certification: Must Be on DWD's 

Graduation Pathways Approved List
• Apprenticeship: Must Be Federally Recognized

• CTE Concentrator:
Class of 2023-2024- C average or higher in at least 2 
advanced HS courses in a state-approved CTE Pathway
Class of 2025 and Beyond- C average or higher in 
Required NLPS Concentrator Courses in a state-approved 
CTE Pathway (Principles, Concentrator A, & Concentrator B)

• AP/IB/Dual Credit/Cambridge International/CLEP: C 
average or higher in 3 courses (1 of the 3 courses must be 
in a core content area or all 3 must be a part of a CTE 
pathway)

• Locally Created Pathway: Approved by SBOE 

CREDITS
Earn credits toward a diploma designation. 

EMPLOYABILITY SKILLS
Learn & Demonstrate Employability Skills 

POSTSECONDARY READY 
COMPETENCY

Meet one of the following:

INDIANA GRADUATION PATHWAYS

Videos
Papers
Resume
Dual Credit
Certifications
Portfolio
Projects
Slideshows
Presentation

Five Year Goal Plan
Reflection of Experience
Letter of Recommendation
Letter of Employment 
Verification
Post-secondary Related 
Experiences
Skills List



   
 

 

Course and Credit Requirements 

English/ 
Language 
Arts 

8 credits 

Including a balance of literature, composition 
and speech. 

Mathematics 6 credits (in grades 9-12) 
2 credits:  Algebra I 
2 credits:  Geometry 

 2 credits:  Algebra II 
Or complete Integrated Math I, II, and III for 6 credits. 
Students must take a math course or quantitative reasoning course each year in high 
school 

Science 6 credits 
2 credits:  Biology I 
2 credits:  Chemistry I or Physics I or  
 Integrated Chemistry-Physics 
2 credits:  any Core 40 science course 

Social 
Studies 

6 credits 
2 credits:  U.S. History 
1 credit:  U.S. Government 
1 credit:  Economics 
2 credits:  World History/Civilization or  
 Geography/History of the World 

Directed 
Electives 

5 credits 
World Languages 
Fine Arts 
Career and Technical Education 

Physical 
Education 

2 credits 

Health and 
Wellness 

1 credit 

Electives* 6 credits  
(College and Career Pathway courses recommended) 

                        40 Total State Credits Required 

Schools may have additional local graduation requirements that apply to all students (not required for 
students with an IEP).  

* Specifies the number of electives required by the state. High school schedules provide time for many 
more electives during the high school years. All students are strongly encouraged to complete a College 
and Career Pathway (selecting electives in a deliberate manner) to take full advantage of career and 
college exploration and preparation opportunities. 

**SAT scores updated September, 2017  

***WorkKeys assessment titles updated, 2018 

 

 

For the Core 40 with Academic Honors designation, students must: 

 Complete all requirements for Core 40. 

 Earn 2 additional Core 40 math credits. 

 Earn 6-8 Core 40 world language credits  
(6 credits in one language or 4 credits each in two languages). 

 Earn 2 Core 40 fine arts credits. 

 Earn a grade of a “C” or better in courses that will count toward the diploma. 

 Have a grade point average of a “B” or better. 

 Complete one of the following: 
A. Earn 4 credits in 2 or more AP courses and take corresponding AP exams 

B. Earn 6 verifiable transcripted college credits in dual credit courses from the 
approved dual credit list. 

C. Earn two of the following: 

1. A minimum of 3 verifiable transcripted college credits from the 
approved dual credit list, 

2. 2 credits in AP courses and corresponding AP exams, 

3. 2 credits in IB standard level courses and corresponding IB exams. 

D. Earn a composite score of 1250 or higher on the SAT and a minimum of 
560 on math and 590 on the evidence based reading and writing section.** 

E. Earn an ACT composite score of 26 or higher and complete written section 

F. Earn 4 credits in IB courses and take corresponding IB exams. 

 

 

 
 

For the Core 40 with Technical Honors designation, students must: 

 Complete all requirements for Core 40.  

 Earn 6 credits in the college and career preparation courses in a state-approved 
College & Career Pathway and one of the following: 

1. Pathway designated industry-based certification or credential, or 

2. Pathway dual credits from the approved dual credit list resulting in 6 
transcripted college credits 

 Earn a grade of “C” or better in courses that will count toward the diploma.  

 Have a grade point average of a “B” or better.  

 Complete one of the following, 

A. Any one of the options (A - F) of the Core 40 with Academic Honors 

B. Earn the following minimum scores on WorkKeys: Workplace Documents, 
Level 6; Applied Math, Level 6; and Graphic Literacy, Level 5.*** 

C. Earn the following minimum score(s) on Accuplacer: Writing 80, Reading 
90, Math 75. 

D. Earn the following minimum score(s) on Compass: Algebra 66 , 
Writing 70, Reading 80. 

Effective beginning with students 
who enter high school in 2012-13 
school year (class of 2016). 

 

with Technical Honors          (minimum 47 credits) 

 

with Academic Honors          (minimum 47 credits) 
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